
Spring begins this month and the District Convention is next month. Has your
reservation been sent in?

The Friday night mixer will feature the infamous photo booth and there will be
plenty of props to enhance your pictures.

The Saturday afternoon service project will be assembling water filtration kits from
Business Connect.This social enterprise, located in Grand Rapids, is committed to
providing citizens living in developing countries with affordable and easy access to
essential resources. Through water and sanitation technology, they aim to provide
dignity and create hope. 

The Lions of Michigan Diabetic Retinopathy Screening camera will also be at the
convention to screen any attendee. The camera only takes pictures of your eye – no
dilation. This will also give you an opportunity to experience a new tool for possible
future service projects.

Our convention concludes on Sunday morning with our Memorial Service and
voting.

Finally, if you are looking for something to do this summer or have a desire to
mentor a teenager from another country, consider being a Host Family for the Lions
of Michigan Youth Exchange Program.  If you are interested, please contact Lion
Elvie Marfil at 818-800-1060.

I look forward to seeing you at Convention!

Yours in Lionism, 

"SERVING OAKLAND AND MACOMB COUNTIES"
WWW.LIONSDISTRICT11A2.ORG
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DG Encourages Lions to
Attend Convention

Lion Kelley Unruh
11 A2 District Governor
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“Change before you have to.” 
Jack Welch, Former CEO of General Electric

1VDG Monthly Submission
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I’m writing this in between two busy
weeks. Last week I attended 2 Region
meetings, a kickoff dinner, Vice
Governors training, and the Lions of
Michigan Forum. I’m home long enough
to do laundry, repack and fly to St
Charles, Illinois for a whole week of
training. This is the busiest I have been
and a little stressful, since I work during
the week too. While I was at the Vice
Governors training, I realized that I had
not turned in an article for March yet!

So here I am to bombard you with yet another quote. We are way behind the curve on
this one, but the good news is that we are not alone. The bad news is that we must do
better in the future. I believe that with some work and focus that we can turn
ourselves into the largest and best District in Multiple District 11 again. Yes, you read
that correctly. We, of course, will always believe that we are the best District (and
rightly so!), but we are no longer the largest. We have been surpassed by 11-D2. The
good news is that they are not that far ahead of us and if we put in the work, we can
regain that portion of our title. We need to add members to our clubs and start some
new ones. No, we are not going to do this overnight, but we can do it. I have faith in all
of you that we can work together to accomplish these things. Why, you ask? So that
we can impact the lives of more people. This is about more that Mission 1.5 and about
more than becoming the “largest” District in MD 11. This is about all of us being the
best we can be and accomplishing whatever we set our minds to.

Changing before we have to is what we must do in the future. We must go back to
basics like using our Strategic Planning Committee for planning for our future. And
we must incorporate new things like Club Assessments and Community Needs
Assessments. We must improve our ability to mentor our new members and continue
to ask others to step forward. If you want to learn more before we officially get started,
you can type any of those into the search bar in the Lions International’s Learning
Center and see what you find



"SERVING OAKLAND AND MACOMB COUNTIES"
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I’m asking you to help us by keeping me informed if you have new ideas or problems
that need to be worked out. We will do our best to plan or help as necessary.
“Together We Can” get ourselves in front of the curve and be on the cutting edge of
ways and means to grow our clubs and district!

I must thank each and every one of you for asking and allowing me to do this job for
you! Every time I attend meetings, training or kick-off dinners, I get reinspired to
help us be better than we are right now! I look forward to sitting down with my
Cabinet (and yes, I still need people) and some of our Committees to make sure that
our goals are properly set and attainable. Please let me know if you are interested in
helping, by talking to me about a Cabinet position or filling out the Committee Sign
Up form. We need you!

See you all at Convention and in the meantime…

Don’t wait another moment… face change head-on and be in front of the curve!

Respectfully submitted,

Lions District 11 A-2
Roaring News

Lion Rhonda Furby
1st Vice District Governor
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https://lionsforum.org/
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New Members Welcomed In February
Clawson
Craig Bynum sponsored by Clive Brown

Lions of 11A2,
 
Thank you for all your hard work on membership so far this year. Currently we have
regained the lead in the multiple district for members. But 11 D2 is right on our heals (only 1
behind). Let’s put in an extra effort to keep our current members from dropping and
continue bringing in the new ones. We are only at -18 for the year so I know we can make it
a positive number by July! If we do this we won’t have to worry about what 11D2 is doing.
We all know we are the best District so let’s just prove it to them again. 

If you need any assistance or have questions about membership, please contact Lion Dave
Van Beek (district GMT) or myself (MD GMT). 
 
Thanks,

Fraser
Ginger Baumann sponsored by Kayla Porvaznick

Royal Oak
Karen Billings sponsored by Rev. Renee Machiniak
Rhett Billings sponsored by Rev. Renee Machiniak
Jeffrey Coote sponsored by Maureen Elliott

Selfridge - Chesterfield 
Linda Stanley sponsored by Debra Bernard

Lion Shawn 
PDG, MD 11 GMT 2023-2024

11 A2 Regains Membership Edge
Against Neighboring Districts
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Youth Camp & Exchange Slated for August
An invitation has been extended to LEO Club members to join the
Youth Camp & Exchange at Lions Bear Lake Camp, 3409 N Five
Lakes Rd, Lapeer, MI 48446, August 11-17.2024. 

The YCE Program will cover one LEO per District to participate. If
you have more than one LEO who want to participate, we can
raffle their name and pick one winner per District. 

In addition, the LEO Club or District can sponsor a LEO to attend
the camp if they choose to participate. This will be a great way for
our LEOs to mingle with other youth from other countries.

Cost: $150.00 (Please make check payable to: Lions Of Michigan,
memo: Youth Camps & Exchange. 

Bring essential items such as pillow, twin fitted sheet, blanket,
towel, toiletries, bug spray, & sunscreen. 

Host family is responsible for picking up and dropping off
students from/to airport and camp.

Multiple District 11 is looking for some families in the community
who can open their hearts and homes for the month of summer
2024 to host a Youth Exchange Ambassador. These young people
are part of Lions International Youth Camps & Exchange program,
bringing young adults from various parts of the world to the
United States during the summer program July 25 – August 22,
2024. 

Host families need not be Lion members, nor must they have
children at home. You would be responsible for their room and
board. Visiting young adults comes with spending money, and
additional activities will be at your discretion. 

If you are interested in becoming a Host Family, please contact: 

State Chair Lion Elvie Marfil at 818-800-1060 or email
epmarfil5@gmail.com. 

Additionally, clubs that donates $100 will receive a 4x4 YCE
Banner Patch or a 2023-2024 year patch.
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Dear DG and YCE Chairs,
 
I need help to find host families in your district. Below is a list of placement
needs for the following countries: 

Male students/countries- 

Female students/countries- 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions or with interested hosts. 
 
I thank you in advance for your help.
 
Yours in Lionism, "We Serve"

Lion Elvie Marfil
818-800-1060
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Host Families Needed for Summer’s
Youth Exchange Program

2 France  1  Spain  1  Mongolia

 1  Hungary  1  Switzerland  1  Netherlands  2  Japan
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The Global Action Team is a vast network of dedicated
Lions of all levels who are
focused on helping districts achieve their goals. This
important team helps foster club membership growth,
increase Lions visibility in the community through
impactful service and build strong, innovative leaders.

As a member of the GAT, your success is our success.
Whether you’re a part of the Global Service Team (GST), 
Global Membership Team (GMT), Global Extension Team
(GET) or Global Leadership Team (GLT), you’ll find
helpful information and resources on LCI’s website that
will help you better understand your role and make a
greater impact. 
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The MD 11 Global Action Team
Applications Now Open for 2024-2025

You can also learn more about the GAT by taking the Global Action Team course available
in the Lions Learning Center using your Lion Account login credentials.

This is a one-year term and candidates selected by the Multiple District Governors. For a
complete overview of each of the GAT positions, please refer to LCI’s website.
www.lionsclubs.org 

Applications now being accepted for the 2024-2025 year. Send your letter of interest
along with your resume and Lion’s history to the Lions State Office. Interview date is yet
to be determined.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/global-action-team-roles-resources
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Lions of MI State Committee Requests Due In April

There are many ways to serve the membership of MD 11. Participating as a State
Chairperson or District Representative on one of our many State Committees is
just one
of several opportunities. Thank you to the many Lions who have volunteered to
serve
our membership in this capacity!

2023-2024 Lions of Michigan State Committees

Many of the state chair terms will expire on 6-30-2024. Anyone interested in
serving during the 2024-2025 Lions year is asked to submit a request in writing
to:

Executive Director Wendy Burns, 
5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, 48911 
or email your letter of interest to: wburns@lionsofmi.com 

Please submit no later than April 20, 2024

Leader Dogs for the Blind-Chair, Frank Cunningham
Leo Clubs-Chair, Larry Wegrzyn
Lions Michigan Forum-Chair, Jim Leach, Jr.
Lions Quest-Chair, Stan Masters
MD 11 Lions Convention-Co Chairs, 
Brenda & Dave Hacker
Michigan Eversight-Chair, Kurt Stromlund
Public Relations/Social Media-Chair, Doug Klein
Reading Action Plan-Chair, Don Spinks
Sight Conservation/White Cane-Chair, Roger Bosse
Youth Exchange-Chair, Elvie Marfil

Lions All State Band -Chair, Tom MacNaughton
Lions Bear Lake Camp-Chair, Jack Patton
Childhood Cancer-Chair, Darlene Anderson
Constitution and By-Laws-Chair, Dick DeLong
Diabetes-Chair, Roger Blackwell
District Editors Advisory-Chair, Bob Tetzlaff
Global Leadership Team-Chair, Traci Tribley
Global Membership Team-Chair, Shawn Blaszczyk
Global Service Team-Chair, Terri Huffman
Hearing-Chair, Bev Bodem
Hunger-Chair, Lloyd Foster
Information Technology-Chair, Ray Robins
LCI Convention-Chair, Wendy Burns
LCIFoundation-Chair, Harold Stephens/Justin Faber

Lions District 11 A-2
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"SERVING OAKLAND AND MACOMB COUNTIES"
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New Policy on Electing the MD 11 Council Chair
At the December Council of Governors meeting the District Governors
voted to change the process for electing a council chair. PID Justin Faber
introduced this new process as outlined by LCI President Dr. Patti Hill.

The new policy states that each year it is the responsibility of the incoming
Second Vice District Governors to select a Council Chairperson, in order
to meet the deadline imposed by Lions Clubs International and to allow for
a smooth transition between Council Chairpersons, and to have a leader
for the Council in place by the International Convention.

What does this mean, exactly? It means that you have the opportunity to
apply and interview for the position of the 2025-2026 Council Chair during
the MD 11 Convention in May! The seated 2 nd VDGs will conduct the
interviews and select their Council Chair for the term of 2025-2026. The
Council Chair-Elect will serve as Vice Council Chair for the 2024-2025
term, under the leadership of Council Chair Elect Terri Huffman.

In December 2024, elections will be held for the position of the 2026-2027
Council Chair. This will allow for multiple opportunities to work as a team
with your council while working together as the Council of Governors for a
longer term than the typical one-year period.

Interested Lions may fill out the application form and send it along with a
letter of interest to Executive Director Wendy Burns. Emailed or mailed
copies are accepted. Deadline to submit an application is May 6, 2024.
For position description and qualifications overview, please refer to the MD
11 Policy Manual on our website: www.lionsofmi.com or contact the state
office.
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The subject of a dues increase for Multiple District 11
was discussed at a Council of Governors meeting
after it was recommended by MD 11 Council
Treasurer Paul Hemeryck.

A committee was appointed to review and make a
report a to the Council of Governors with a
recommendation.

Based on the committee’s report the Council of
Governors approved the following resolution to be
presented and voted on by the club delegates at
the Multiple District 11 Convention Business
Meeting to be held on Saturday, May 17th at the
Marriott Sheraton Hotel in Grand Rapids to be
voted:
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Multiple District 11 Proposed Dues Increase

Resolved That Article VIII Section 1 the administrative fund tax (member dues)
be increased to $12.00 effective July 1, 2024 with semi-annual payments of
$6.00 be collected September 10, 2024 and March 10, 2025; and

Be it further Resolved That the dues be increased to $14.00 with semi-annual
payments of $7.00 be collected September 10, 2025 and March 10, 2026 and
each year thereafter.

This requires an amendment to Article VIII, Section 1 of the MD11 By-laws.

Section 1. MULTIPLE DISTRICT REVENUE. To provide revenue for approved
multiple district projects and to defray the administrative expenses of the
multiple district, an annual multiple district administrative fund tax of $10.00 is
hereby levied upon each member of each club in the multiple district and shall
be collected and paid in advance by each club in two (2) semi-annual payments
as follows: $5.00 per club member on September tenth of each year to cover the
semi-annual period July 1 to December 31; and $5.00 per club member on March
tenth of each year, to cover the semi-annual period January 1 to June 30, with
billings of the same to be based upon the roster of each club as of the first days
of July and January, respectively. 
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Multiple District 11 Proposed Dues
Increase (CONT)
(CONT FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

Said tax shall be paid to the council secretary/treasurer by each club in the multiple
district, except newly chartered and reorganized clubs, which shall collect and pay
said tax on a pro-rata basis from the first day of the second month following the
date of their organization or reorganization, as the case may be. Said tax shall be
disbursed only for administrative expenses of the multiple district and only upon
approval by the Council of Governors. Disbursement therefrom shall be by checks
drawn and signed by the council secretary-treasurer and countersigned by the
council chairperson.

The proposed new amendment would read as follows:

Section 1. MULTIPLE DISTRICT REVENUE. To provide revenue for approved
multiple district projects and to defray the administrative expenses of the
multiple district, a multiple district administrative fund tax of $12.00 is hereby
levied upon each member of each club in the multiple district and shall be
collected and paid in advance by each club in two (2) semi-annual payments as
follows: $6.00 per club member on September tenth of 2024, to cover the semi-
annual period July 1 to December 31; and $6.00 per club member on March tenth
of 2025, to cover the semi-annual period January 1 to June 30, with billings of the
same to be based upon the roster of each club as of the first days of July and
January, respectively.

Section 2. An annual multiple district administrative fund tax of$14.00 is hereby
levied upon each member of each club in two (2) semi-annual payments as
follows: $7.00 per club member on September tenth of each year following to
cover the semi-annual period July 1 through December 31; and $7.00 per club
member to cover the semi-annual period January 1 to June 30, with billings of the
same to based upon the roster of each club as of the first days of July and
January, respectfully.

Said tax shall be paid to the council secretary/treasurer by each club in the
multiple district, except newly chartered and reorganized clubs, which shall
collect and pay said tax on a pro-rata basis from the first day of the second month
following the date of their organization or reorganization, as the case may be.
Said tax shall be disbursed only for administrative expenses of the multiple district
and only upon approval by the Council of Governors. Disbursement therefrom
shall be by checks drawn and signed by the council secretary-treasurer and
countersigned by the council chairperson.
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Upcoming Events
Click on the calendar icon for more information. 
To submit an event, email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. The deadline each
month is the 1st. 

27
APR

Sterling Heights
Lionness’ Trivia
Night

05
MAY

Sterling Heights
Lionness’ Spring
Luncheon

07
APR

Centerline Lions
Pancake Breakfast

18
APR

Lions/Lionness
Club Dinner
Madonna
University

16-18
MAY MD-11 Convention

22
MAR

Washington
Lions Fish Fry 23

MAR
Sterling Heights
Easter Pancake
Breakfast

21
APR

Eastpointe Lions
Euchre 

12-14
APR

District
Convention

25
APR

Cabinet Meeting -
Eastpointe Lions

26
APR

New Baltimore Lions
- Viva Las Vegas
White Cane Dinner

27
APR

Bear Lake Wild
Game Dinner

08
MAY

Beaumont Silent
Children Special
Evening

18
MAY

Rockin’ Tribute -
Selfridge Lions 19

MAY
Bear Lake Camp
Classic Golf Outing

LCIF District Update

We are now at 61% of our goal! Let's go, Lions!!! Yay!!! Just try not to wait until June to make
your donation as LCIF is really busy at the end of the Lion Year and it takes a while to
process donations.

Thanks, Everyone!

Lion Maureen Kennedy, PRC
LCIF District Coordinator (2022-2025), 
District 11A2

https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/md11convention-23/md11-state-convention-may-2023
https://www.newbaltimorelions.com/events-1/viva-las-vegas-dinner-tribute-gala
https://www.newbaltimorelions.com/events-1/viva-las-vegas-dinner-tribute-gala
https://www.newbaltimorelions.com/events-1/viva-las-vegas-dinner-tribute-gala
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Donation Mailing Addresses 

Sight Conservation/Diabetes/DAD
PZC Roger Blackwell, Chair
4555 Windswept Drive
Milford, MI 48380

Bear Lake (Lions Visually
Impaired Youth Camp) 
PDG Jack Patton, Chair
1880 Lochinvar Blvd
Oakland, MI 48363

Beaumont Silent Children's Fund 
Children's Speech Pathology
Attn: Kellie Bouren
4949 Coolidge Hwy
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Eversight
Attn: Alex Teska
3985 Research Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

District 11-A2 Project KidSight, Inc. 
Paul Hemeryck, PCC 
25509 Kelly Rd. 
Roseville, MI 48066 

Lions Club International Foundation 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 
Department 4547 
Carol Stream, IL 60122 

Please Note: All checks should have the Club ID 
number or the Individual Member ID number in 
the memo section. 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 
CHM Frank Cunningham, PCC 
1039 S. Rochester Rd. 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

Lions of Michigan All State Band
Mike Shields
52995 Washington Street
New Baltimore, MI 48047

Lions of Michigan Service
Foundation 
Leo Schaefer, IPDG 
46399 Imperial Ln 
Macomb Twp., MI 48044-3922 

Sight Conservation / Diabetes 
CHM Roger Blackwell, PZC 
4555 Windswept Dr. 
Milford, MI 48380 

Penrickton Center for Blind Children 
CHM Dick Maxwell, PCT 
18701 Walmer Ln. 
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 
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Happening Around the District
Does your club have work you'd like to highlight? 
Email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. 
The deadline each month is the 1st. 

Royal Oak Lions
February Highlights
Three members of the Royal Oak Lions Club
attended the Michigan Forum on February 23-24
and participated in the Blanket-Making project for
Sleep in Heavenly Peace in Kalamazoo.  

LIon ZC Bob Westbury inducted three new
members for our Royal Oak Lions Club on Monday,
February 26. Pictured with Lion Bob are new
members, Lion Jeff Coote (sponsored by our
President Lion Maureen Elliott), Lion Karen Billings
and Lion Rhett Billings (both sponsored by Rhett's
sister, Lion Rev. Renee Machiniak).

Four members of the Royal Oak Lions Club assisted with stuffing "New Resident Bags"
with information and coupons from Berkley Chamber of Commerce members for new
homeowners. These bags will be distributed to new residents of the city of Berkley by
City Hall personnel as a Welcome to our City. And our club information was included!

District Lions Filter Assembly
Generates Buzz

https://www.macombdaily.com/2024/03/15/service-circuit-lions-to-assemble-water-filters-at-convention/
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Happening Around the District
Does your club have work you'd like to highlight? 
Email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. 
The deadline each month is the 1st. 

Troy Community Lions Receive
$500 Award
The Troy Community Lions were awarded $500
from the Flame Cares Program. Flame Furnace
believes in the power of collaboration and
community involvement and helping charitable
organizations make a greater impact in their
community. Pictured: Troy Community Lions
President Jed Sprunger and Flame Furnace
Representative Tom Smith (who is also a Lion).

Troy Lions Kick Off
Environmental Project
The Troy Community Lion’s
environmental project this year is
to “Rent-A-Maple Tree” at the Lloyd
A. Stage Nature Center in Troy. Lion
Deb Lines and her husband helped
tap the maple tree to collect sap for
the annual Maple Syrup Days in
Troy.
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Happening Around the District
Does your club have work you'd like to highlight? 
Email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. 
The deadline each month is the 1st. 

Wixom - Walled Lake Lions Mark
65 Years, Honor Awardees
Please find attached photos taken at our club’s 65th anniversary. PDG Patti Barr
presented a PMJF award to PRC Donald Kuechle, along with a William “Doc” Barr
Knights for Vision Fellowship to Lion Jamie Hill. Also, a MJF was posthumously
awarded to Lion Scott Nauman. Scott’s father, PCT David Nauman, accepted the
award from PDG Patti Barr.
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