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So, what does service mean? I hope that when we are discussing it with a prospective member that they
don’t think of it in the manner above. Maybe we, as Lions, need to explain ourselves more clearly and not
just leave it at service organization. Maybe bring up some of your projects that provide service and
explain how that impacts your community. Or ask them what their definition of service is. I guess, my
point is that when talking about Lions to someone, let’s be sure they truly understand what we are and
what we do. And more importantly, how AWESOME it is to be a Lion.

Can you believe that it is October already? Halloween is just around the corner, then it’s on to
Thanksgiving and the Holiday season. That means many of you will be ramping up your activities even
more to ensure those in need in your community get the assistance they need. For many people these
are the times they truly became a Lion and not just a member. I ask that you include as many of your
new members during these projects to get as many as possible to become a Lion. That means we will
have that many more who are hooked and will only strengthen us more.

This month is the second round of the Council of Governors at Treetops Resort. I look forward to seeing
my fellow Governors, hearing the progress of all the committees, and conducting the business of MD11 to
ensure all of you have the best information, assets, and support you need to be successful. That same
weekend we get to celebrate the awesome job PDG Jim did leading us out of Covid. I hope I will see a
full house there as he deserves it. Also, this month is the Penrickton Kickoff Dinner. Always a great time.
Please get your tickets as it is always a sellout. I have a few club visits lined up but if you would like me to
come hear all your amazing work, please contact me.
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District Governor Offers October Report
 “We Serve”. That’s our motto. But have you truly given much
thought to what service means? Or what it means to a non-Lion
when they ask what we do, and we respond with we are the worlds
largest service organization? I admit that I haven’t, but the following
antidote made me ponder it:

“I became confused when I heard the word Service used with these
agencies: Internal Revenue Service, Postal Service, Telephone
Service, Cable TV Service, Civil Service, Municipal, City & Public
Service, Customer Service. This is not what I thought Service meant.
But today, I overheard two farmers talking, and one of them said
that he hired a bull to ‘Service’ a few cows. BAM! It all came into
focus. Now I understand what those agencies service is all about.”
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Shawn Blaszczyk
11 A-2 District Governor

 Lastly, we had the first round of Region meetings in September. I do have to say the attendance was low. This
is very disappointing. Remember these are your meetings, not the District’s. It is important to have at least
one member from each club attending. This is an opportunity to let everyone know what your club has done
recently and what you have coming up. Also, it gives you a chance to possibly pick up an idea from another
club as well as network with each other. Speaking of this, we held a round table discussion at each of the
meetings. This was an opportunity for you to ask each other questions, ask the District questions, or just
brainstorm with each other. I felt for a first attempt they went well and hope you took something back with
you from them. The Cabinet will debrief on how they went and discuss if we want to do them again at another
round of meetings.

Thank you all again for everything you do. Remember we don’t do this for medals, awards, or pay. We do it
because it’s the right thing to do and our reward is internal knowing we made someone’s life better.

2023-2024 Council Chair Applications
Now Open
Attention all eligible Multiple District 11 Past District Governors and Immediate PDG’s: The search is on!
 
In accordance with the MD 11 Constitution and By-Laws, the Council Chairperson shall be a Past District Governor
or Immediate Past District Governor. He/she shall serve a one-year term and may not serve in that capacity again. 
 
Notice to all eligible candidates is required and published in the Lion Pride at least 40 days prior to the
application deadline. To be considered for the position, please submit a cover letter, the application form
included in this publication and your resume to the Lions of Michigan State Office no later than November 23,
2022. Late applications will not be accepted.
 
Interviews will be conducted by the 2022-2023 MD 11- 1st Vice District Governors on Friday afternoon, December
2, at the Holiday Inn Downtown, Grand Rapids, MI. Selection of the 2023-2024 Council Chair will be made at the
conclusion of the interviews and introduced that evening at the Council of Governors meeting.
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider serving the Lions of Michigan, MD 11 in this very important capacity.

Apply by November 23, 2022
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MD-11 Challenged to Participate in 
Sock Drive

Region 1 – 1VDG Kelley 
Region 2 – DG Shawn 
Region 3 – 2VDG Rhonda 

All of the MD-11 Governors have been challenged by the MD GST chair to collect as many
pairs of new (or almost new) socks of all shapes, sizes and colors, as possible!!

The socks need to be turned in by Sunday, November 27 for counting and packing. 

Drop Off Socks to: 

PRIZES: The club collecting the most pairs will receive 2 TailTwister Fine Exemption cards,
only valid at the February Region meetings. These will prevent the holder from receiving
any fines for the meeting. Also, the Region Chair of the Region collecting the LEAST amount
will receive a special accessory to their cabinet uniform. 

*Monetary donations will be accepted, but not included for the contest

New Members Welcomed In September

New Baltimore
Jonathan Hickey sponsored by Laurence (Mike) Forbes
Theresa Hickey sponsored by Laurence (Mike) Forbes

Lake Orion
Denise Hood sponsored by Janet Mazzetti
Matt Sebastian sponsored by Mike Pikelis

Milford
Craig Lupher sponsored by Maryalyce Lupher

Richmond
Craig Lupher sponsored by Maryalyce Lupher

Sterling Heights
Ellen Hall sponsored by Mary Ann Gwizadala
Karen Corey sponsored by Susan Joyce

Shelby Township
Adam Maroki sponsored by Mark Aubrey
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Clubs Encouraged to Nominate for
Distinguished Service Awards

We all know Lions that do great things in our clubs and the district. Have you ever
considered them for nomination for the District 11-A2 Distinguished Service
Award? This award is presented each year to a fellow Lion by the Past District
Governors of District 11-A2. This award is funded by the Past District Governors
and no District funds are used.

Please read further information and the criteria used in the attachment.  All
applications must be signed by a Past District Governor and a PDG can sign only
one application per year. If you have any further questions feel free to contact me
or IPDG Lion Jim Leach. All applications must be submitted by February 1, 2023.
 
Yours in Lionism,
 

PCC Lion Frank Cunningham

Service must include club & district level participation. MD & LCI level participation is NOT a
requirement although can be a plus. (NOTE: This is intended as a District award for service at the
District & Club level in this District.)
Must have served in a leadership role at the Club and District level.
Demonstrated service in support of one or more of the established District projects & programs.
Demonstrated service directly involving voluntary service to the Community.
Must currently be a District 11 A2 Lion in good standing as a full member with a minimum of seven
years membership in the District at the time of the District Convention where this award is to be
presented.
Nominee may NOT have been previous recipient of the Harold Pocklington Service Award.Nominee
may NOT be currently serving as an International Director, District Governor or as a Vice District
Governor.

PURPOSE:    To recognize a District 11 A2 Lion for sustained, outstanding commitment and dedicated
service as a Lion to the Community and District.

CRITERIA:

Nominations must be submitted in writing to the Immediate Past District Governor not later than
February 1, 2023 in proper format to:

IPDG Jim Leach
 557 Thurber Dr.
Troy, MI 48085

jamesleach@yahoo.com
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The Honorary Committee, chaired by the IPDG, shall consist of those PDG’s who are active
members of a District 11A2 Lions Club. The District Governor shall be a part of voting process but
may not make a nomination. 
Only one nomination by each member of the Honorary Committee, consisting of Past District
Governors, may be submitted during a Lion’s year.
Nominations shall be submitted, in writing, or by email to the most recent IPDG.Following the
selection, the IPDG shall be responsible to obtain the plaque and medallion. IPDG will also be
responsible for having them engraved and shall present the award at the Annual District
Convention Banquet. If the current IPDG is unable to do the presentation the next previous IPDG
will do the presentation.  
Information collected along with the medallions and engraving for plaques shall be shared with the
next IPDG following the presentation of the Distinguished Service Award and the last meeting of
the Honorary committee.

IPDG will call for a meeting of the Honorary Committee (consisting of active PDG’s who have served
for District 11A2) no less than 30 days prior to Annual District Convention. A quorum of the selection
committee shall be no less than one third of the eligible members.If there is not a quorum or if no
candidate receives the stated amount of votes, the award shall not be given in that year.
Voting shall be by written ballot or via telephone conference call (if necessary). The recipient must
receive one more than 50% of the ballots cast. If no nominee receives 1 more than 50% of the ballots
cast, then the committee will take the top two (2) nominations and revote.Winner will be
determined by who receives 50% plus one vote.
No proxy votes will be allowed and a Past Pocklington Award recipient will count the votes as
directed by the IPDG.
The Honorary Committee will be asked to keep the winning nomination a secret until Annual
District Convention.

SELECTION PROCESS:

In order to secure complete nomination information, a PDG may need to contact the
person being nominated. This information should remain confidential within the Honorary
Committee.

In the event that a PDG is nominated for the Distinguished Service Award, the Chairperson
of the Honorary Committee (or other designated chair if the IPDG is a nominee),
upon receipt of the completed nomination form, shall notify the nominated PDG. Thereafter,
the nominated PDG shall not participate in the selection process during the Lion's year of the
nomination.

VOTING PROCESS:

DISTRICT 11-A2 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2011         Doug Thorpe
2012        James Leach, Jr.
2013        Kimberly Thiede
2014        Kay Furby
2015        Amy Bineau

2016        Richard Pfeiffer
2017        Dick Maxwell
2018        Robert Bobee
2019        Dave McKenzie
2020       Paul Ostby

2021        Larry Cole
2022       Roger Blackwell



Our round table discussions worked out pretty well and I hope Governor Shawn lets us do that during the
next round as well, since we all have a better idea of how things should go now. I also hope that a lot
more Lions take advantage of the opportunity and come out for the next round of District meetings, so
that we can hear some new ideas or questions that Lions may have.

Thank you to those who hosted our last round of meetings. It seems that we can learn something new
every time we get together and I’m always happy to learn what is important to other Lions. 
I’m off to the Council of Governor’s meeting and more training soon and will be visiting the Washington
Lions to talk about Project Kidsight as well. If you need something or would like me to visit, let me know.
We can talk about Lions in general, your club in particular, Project Kidsight or some of our other projects.

Don’t wait another moment…build a door!

Respectfully,

Li on Rhonda
11 A-2 2nd Vice District Governor
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"If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door."
Milton Berle

It doesn’t get any easier than that. The road isn’t always easy, but you
can find a way around the obstacles if you keep looking. And yes,
sometimes you must stop and build a door.

For example, during the Region 3 meeting we had a little trouble
getting the round table discussion rolling, so we built a door by
introducing a topic. And during the Region 1 meeting we had a little
more noise going on around us than we had expected so we built a
door by gathering together so that we could hear what was being
said. Adversity just helps us learn how to find a way around and still
accomplish our goals. Lion Kimberly Thiede advised us to not “reinvent
the wheel” when we have a fundraising idea as some other club has
probably tried it before, all we have to do is ask (build a door). Even if
no one has tried something before, I bet if you ask around you can
always find a Lion with some good ideas to get you started. Don’t wait
around for opportunity to knock, build a door, and get started.
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Upcoming Events
Click on the calendar icon for more information. 
To submit an event, email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. The deadline each
month is the 1st. 

DEC
01 Leader Dog Kickoff

Dinner

OCT
21 Penrickton Kickoff

Dinner

NOV
04 Royal Oak Lions

Century Club Dinner

OCT
20 11 A-2 Cabinet

Meeting

OCTOBER 
2022

OCT
30 New Baltimore Lions

Recycling Event

NOV
02 Region 2 Meeting -

Royal Oak Lions
NOV
04 Shelby Lions Wine

Tasting

NOV
08 Region 3 Meeting -

New Baltimore Lions

NOV
15 Region 1 Meeting - 

Rochester Hills Lions
NOV
15 Bunco Night - Sterling

Heights Lions

NOV
20 Euchere Tournament -

Eastpointe Lions NOV
22 New Baltimore Lions

Blood Drive

NOV
12 IPID Faber

Appreciation Dinner

NOV
01 DAD Workshop

NOV
05 Fraser Lions Drag

Queen Bingo
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Donation Mailing Addresses 

Sight Conservation/Diabetes/DAD
PZC Roger Blackwell, Chair
4555 Windswept Drive
Milford, MI 48380

Bear Lake (Lions Visually
Impaired Youth Camp) 
PDG Jack Patton, Chair
1880 Lochinvar Blvd
Oakland, MI 48363

Beaumont Silent Children's Fund 
Children's Speech Pathology
Attn: Kristine Rutkowski
4949 Coolidge Hwy
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Eversight
Attn: Alex Teska
3985 Research Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

District 11-A2 Project KidSight, Inc. 
Paul Hemeryck, PCC 
25509 Kelly Rd. 
Roseville, MI 48066 

Lions Club International Foundation 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 
Department 4547 
Carol Stream, IL 60122 

Please Note: All checks should have the Club ID 
number or the Individual Member ID number in 
the memo section. 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 
CHM Frank Cunningham, PCC 
1039 S. Rochester Rd. 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

Lions of Michigan All State Band
Mike Shields
52995 Washington Street
New Baltimore, MI 48047

Lions of Michigan Service
Foundation 
Leo Schaefer, IPDG 
46399 Imperial Ln 
Macomb Twp., MI 48044-3922 

Sight Conservation / Diabetes 
CHM Roger Blackwell, PZC 
4555 Windswept Dr. 
Milford, MI 48380 

Penrickton Center for Blind Children 
CHM Dick Maxwell, PCT 
18701 Walmer Ln. 
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 

OCTOBER 
2022
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Happening Around the District
Does your club have work you'd like to highlight? 
Email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. 
The deadline each month is the 1st. 

Lions Answer the Call for 'Celebrate Community
2022'
On September 24 PIS Sue Blackwell,Lions Nancy
and Dick Maxwell,PIS Peggy Wanat,Lion Pres Jay
Gardiner,Lion Roger Blackwell, and Lion Maryalyce
Lupher ( not pictured Lion Dick Wanat) were joined
by the Optimist Club of Southfield-Lathrup Village
and the Cosmopolitan Detroit Kiwanis Club for the
“Celebrate Community 2022” at the World Medical
Relief headquarters in Southfield to sort through
mounds of medical equipment and supplies to be
sent to Uganda.

The Troy Community Lions did a KidSight
Screening in cooperation with the annual Troy Fire
Department Open House. Lions members did free
vision screenings at 2 Troy fire stations and
screened a total of 61 children. Pictured: (left to
right: Lions Nancy Sheedy, Jed Sprunger, Donna
Quinn, and Jim Quinn). Also, thank you to Lions
Alexis Peake, Bill Gelement, Barb Myhal, Mary Jo
Nanni,  and Deb Lines, who volunteered and are
not pictured.
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Happening Around the District
Does your club have work you'd like to highlight? 
Email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. 
The deadline each month is the 1st. 

On Saturday, September 24, 2022, 5 members of the Rochester Hills Club,
3 members of the Beverly Hills Lions Club and 1 member of Royal Oak
Lions Clubs came together with members of St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Troy, MI to pack 10,152 meals for Rise Against Hunger in two
hours. Beverly Hills Lions Club member David Stein coordinated this
Outreach Program for St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church to involve the local
community in packaging meals to be sent to the impoverished around
the world. The Rochester Hills Lions heard about the project from one of
our members, Lion Richard Kenefic, who attends St. Stephen’s and Lion
Bob Westbury attends St. Stephen’s. 

The meal packaging event was a fun, educational, high-energy, turn-key
way to engage everyone in our community in hands-on service.Rise
Against Hunger brings all of the equipment, ingredients, and
organizational staffing to host an impactful, easy service project!  

They may look like simple bags of rice and soy, but Rise Against Hunger
meals represent the hopes and dreams of millions of people around the
world.These meals provide beneficiaries in critical need with essential
nutritional components that help combat malnutrition. Once packaged
by our volunteers, the meals are shipped and distributed by the Rise
Against Hunger impact partners through schools, clinics and vocational
training programs to help break the cycle of poverty and create happy,
healthy futures.

To learn more about Rise Against Hunger, go to
www.riseagainsthunger.org

Local Lions Combine Forces to Stamp
Out Hunger

http://www.riseagainsthunger.org/
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Community Service
Organizations Collaborate
Submitted by Lion Cheryl Satterthwaite, Rochester Hills
Lions Club, Community Service Chair

Since Lions Clubs International first began in 1917, we have
always had the We Serve mindset. As the largest service club
organization in the world, with over 1.4 million members;
Lions Clubs strengthen local communities to improve health
and well-being, strengthen communities, and support those
in need through humanitarian services, particularly in the
area of low-vision.

Rotary’s mission is to provide service to others, promote
integrity, and advance world understanding, goodwill, and
peace through the fellowship of business, professional, and
community leaders. Founded in Detroit in 1915, Kiwanis is a
global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the
world, one child, and one community at a time, providing
services from adult, college, high school, and elementary
school level clubs. The Rochester Hills Public Library serves
people living or working in Rochester, Rochester Hills, and
Oakland Township. Each organization focuses on slightly
different tasks; however, community service is the common
factor. 

Picture caption left to right: Roger & Eugenia
Bajorek (Kiwanis), Chuck Bissell (Kiwanis), Jean
Mardevsz (Rochester Lions), Tim Duncan
(Rochester Rotary), Juliane Morian (Rochester Hills
Public Library), Kris Liebzeit, (Eugenia’s 3rd Street
Hair Gallery) and David Meyers (Rochester Hills
Lions). Photo credit: Christine Hage, Rochester
Rotary, who permits the use of the photo. 

People join local service clubs for various reasons, whether for business networking, making friends, fellowship,
or learning about their community through thoughtful speakers. Still, surveys have shown that giving back to the
community is the primary reason most people join a service club.

In 2021, the international parents of these organizations encouraged local clubs to collaborate to demonstrate
this commitment to community service. This year the Rochester and Rochester Hills clubs gathered new clothing
necessities (socks, underwear, and pajamas) for foster children. Chuck Bissell, President of the Rochester Kiwanis
Club, said, “We are overwhelmed with the community response to this project!” The club took seven car loads of
donated necessities to the Faith Communities Coalition on Foster Care (www.faithcommunitiescoalition.com),
which serves the Detroit metro area.
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(Cont from previous page)

Connie Shelton, President of the Rochester Lions, said, “Sometimes foster children are delivered to foster homes
bringing nothing but the clothes on their backs. This drive provides them with some immediate necessities to help
transition into their new temporary homes.”
“Foster children experience great stress being separated from their birth families and friends, for whatever reason,”
said David Meyers, President of the Rochester Hills Lions Club. “The lack of clean underwear should not stress these
children more.”

“Through this project, we harnessed the power of these service organizations and local businesses, all of whom
share a passion for taking action and creating lasting change,” said Rotary President Tim Duncan. The Rochester
Hills Public Library and Eugenia’s 3rd Street Hair Gallery were extremely generous in allowing the public to drop off
items. “We were happy to support this community project,” said Kris Liegzeit, owner of Eugenia’s.
Through the generosity of the Rochester Area, this project was able to deliver the following items to be distributed
to foster children in the Detroit metro area: 

GIRLS:
145 PJS sizes from infants to 12
7 Sweatpants
8 sets of sweatshirt outfits
1 sweatshirt and pants set
5 Hoodies
5 Hoodies with matching leggings
1 sweatshirt
2 T-shirts
454 socks
841 briefs
1 pair toddler shoes
13 Bralettes
 
YOUNG WOMEN
303 socks
53 Underwear
2 XL pajama sets
8 jeans and sweatpants, etc..
3 sweatshirts
1 3X jacket
15 T-shirt and tops

YOUNG WOMEN
303 socks
53 Underwear
2 XL pajama sets
8 jeans and sweatpants, etc..
3 sweatshirts
1 3X jacket
15 T-shirt and tops
 
BOYS
47 sets Pajamas
2 bib overalls
181 socks
267 briefs
6 boys Tshirts
4 pr. Boy’s gloves
 
TEEN/MEN’S
13 T-SHIRTS
193 BRIEFS
148 SOCKS

Unisex socks From Susie Q’s Kids
250 Medium. Bombas black 
750 Small 
500 Xsmall
1500 Total

DIAPERS: MANY PACKAGES AND CARTONS
TOTALING 3042 SINGLE DIAPERS

MISC:
1 Ladies Ladybug costume
1 child’s ladybug costume
1 giraffe costume
1 Big Bird costume
2 winter hats for women
MISC.:
High chair attachable to table
2 adult disposables diapers and carton of
wipes
6 backpacks
6 duffle bags
Various school supplies
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The Troy Community Lions did a KidSight
Screening in cooperation with the annual Troy Fire
Department Open House. Lions members did free
vision screenings at 2 Troy fire stations and
screened a total of 61 children. Pictured: (left to
right: Lions Nancy Sheedy, Jed Sprunger, Donna
Quinn, and Jim Quinn). Also, thank you to Lions
Alexis Peake, Bill Gelement, Barb Myhal, Mary Jo
Nanni,  and Deb Lines, who volunteered and are
not pictured.

Shortly after the September 11, 2001, horrific attack
on our nation, Louise Blain began sending care
packages to deployed service men and women. The
recipients of these boxes referred to them as a “gift
from an Angel” and hence Desert Angel, Inc was
born. Since then, Louise and her followers have
collected items and packaged thousands of ”Miracle
Boxes”, named in honor of Ortonville resident, PFC
Joseph Miracle, to be sent to our deployed. Desert
Angel has now “branched out” to include our local
law enforcement agencies. Did you know that in the
last two years, more police officers were killed while
on duty than all those serving in our armed forces?
At last night’s meeting, the Ortonville Lions Club
presented Desert Angel with a check of $500.
Pictured below, Lion Kim Bishop, Louise Blain, Lion
Stan Hughes, and Lion Liz Rheaume. For further
information on Desert Angel, please go to their
website thedesertangel.org. 

http://thedesertangel.org/
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